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Monatsschrift fur Psychiatrie und Neurologie. 

(1902. April, Vol. 11, No. 4.) 

1. Laugh-Stroke (Laugh-Vertigo, Laugh-Swoons). H. Oppenheim. 

2. The Relation of Hysteria to Epilepsy. O. Kaiser. 

3. A Rare Form of Crises in Tabes Dorsalis and Tabetic Crises in Gen¬ 

eral. Otfrid Foerster. 

4. Pathological Anatomy of Paralytic Dementia. Theodore Kas. 

5. Experiment of Psycho-physiological Representation of Sense Per¬ 

ception. Storch. 

1. Laugh-Stroke (Laugh-Vertigo, Laugh Swoons).—Oppenheim re¬ 
ports two similar cases of paroxysmal laughter or “Lachschlag.” In 
both at the height of laughter caused by some joke or witicism the pa¬ 
tients suddenly lost consciousness for a few seconds and fell to the 
ground without convulsions. The author concludes that the pathology 
of such attacks is unknown and that they de.serve a separate classifica¬ 
tion from epilepsy. 

2. The Relation of Hysteria to Epilepsy. Kaiser presents a 
critical essay in defense of the recent position taken by Steffens that 
transitional cases between epilepsy and hysteria still deserve the old title 
hystero-epilepsy in the older meaning of the term as first used. 

3. A Rare Form of Crises in Tabes Dorsalis and Tabetic Crises in 
General .—Foerster gives a careful analysis of the different forms of the 
sensory and motor types of tabetic crises with their pathology, and pre¬ 
sents notes of cases of “extremity crises” consisting of paroxysmal 
clonus or tonic movements. Subjective sensory symptoms may or may 
not precede or accompany such phenomena of motor discharges. The 
clonic or tonic convulsive movements constituting the form of crises 
is most frequently seen in the legs. They have an analogous pathogene¬ 
sis to those of the sensory type, namely, a neuronic irritation and de¬ 
struction of the reflex arc and its collateral paths in the cord. 

4. Pathological Anatomy of Paralytic Dementia. —Continued. 

5 - Experiment of Psycho-physiological Representation of Sense 
Perception. —Continued. 

L. P. Clark. 

Neurologisches Centralblatt. 

(1902. May 16, No. 10.) 

1. Demonstration of Cortical Sight. E. Hitzig. 

2. On Acute Cerebellar Ataxia. W. v. Bechterew. 

3. Failure of Knee-reflex in Dorsal Compression Myelitis with Degen¬ 

eration of the Posterior Roots in Lumbar Cord. M. Bartels. 

4. Further OVer Asthenic Paralysis. S. Goldflam. 

1. Cortical Visual Area.— From experimental operation on the cor¬ 
tical visual area in dops, Hitzig advanced the following: (a) that after 
slight unilateral operations the visual disturbances disappear in a 
shorter or longer time; (b) this disappearance, like the visual disturb¬ 
ances, at first occurs in the median and under half of the field. After 
bilateral operation on the cortical visual apparatus he obtained the fol¬ 
lowing results: (a) with two exceptions, the second operation produced 
a return of the visual disturbances of the first; (b) this disturbance 
was as intense as in that of the first instance; (c) this disturbance in¬ 
creased. In some cases, it was worse some time after the operation 
than on the second day; (d) circumscribed section as Munk de¬ 
scribes was not observed; (e) the visual disturbance, after some time 
disappeared. 

2. Cerebellar Ataxia. —A further communication on a syndrome 
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noted in the Neurologisches Centralblatt in 1900, by the same writer, 
consisting of a cerebellar gait, vertigo, Romberg, following coma, or 
ordinary sleep. This was considered to occur in chronic alcoholics, but 
the case reported by Schweitzer, due to gastro-intestinal intoxication, 
leads von Bechterew to call attention to the fact that he suggested that 
etiological factors other than alcohol might cause the symptoms. 

3. Knee-reflexes and Spinal Compression .—A study of a case of 
Pott’s disease with complete paralysis and loss of knee-jerks. A practi¬ 
cally complete transverse lesion was forced at the fourth dorsal seg¬ 
ment. The posterior roots from the second lumbar segment to the mid¬ 
dle of the sacral cord were found degenerated. He considered the 
lesions of the posterior roots to be the result of mechanical causes, i.e., 
congestion of the cerebrospinal fluid, and suggests lumbar puncture in 
incomplete pressure myelitis with loss of reflexes. 

4. To be continued. 

McCarthy (Philadelphia). 

MISCELLANY. 

Therapy at Farnham House. By W. R. Dawson (Dublin Journal of 

Medical Science, July, 1902). 

During the past year seven patients were subjected to thyroid treat¬ 
ment. One case only, a recurrent melancholia, showed a direct benefit 
from small dosage. Several times when an attack had begun, five grains 
three times a day seemed to mitigate the symptoms and shorten the at¬ 
tack. A case of subacute mania got 375 grains in 6 days and made a 
rapid recovery, and a similar case of six months’ standing received 530 
grains in 9 days with prompt recovery. Both cases became very fat 
after the treatment. A case of climacteric melancholia with delusions 
was given 345 grains in 7 days without effect. Some improvement fol¬ 
lowed 160 grains in four days in a paranoiac. Slight glycosuria in one 
case, slight albuminuria in another, and a vomiting attack in another 
were the only untoward effects of the treatment. Thyroid would seem 
to be indicated in states with high arterial pressure, especially melancho¬ 
lia and stupor. On the.contrary suprarenal is most useful in conditions 
of excitement and exaltation with low blood pressure, as in acute mania 
of fairly recent origin without stupor. Suprarenal was not good in a 
case of acute confusion with high blood pressure, no good results were 
obtained from the administration of 30 grains of dried gland a day 
for 3 days, 45 grains for 7 days, and 60 grains for over 3 weeks in a 
rheumatic subject with acute mania and high arterial pressure. 

Erythrol tetranitrate was tried in severe high pressure cases, but 
in only one, a senile mania with delusions and stupor, did it seem to 
act well. Nitroglycerin gr. 1-50 three times a day diminished epileptic 
seizures after bromipin had lost its controlling influence. Bromipin act¬ 
ed favorably on the whole, but sometimes seemed to be depressing. Sub¬ 
stitution of paraldehyd for bromipin was followed in 10 days by an at¬ 
tack of ephemeral mania such as had not occurred for three years. The 
attack subsided quickly under potassium bromide and ergot. Paralde¬ 
hyde was of doubtful benefit in melancholia, but with potassium bromide 
ic a good soporific and seems to increase the appetite. A convenient 
vehicle for this drug is glycerin and water strongly flavored with cinna¬ 
mon. W. A. Bastedo. 




